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Art Complex Museum
Seeks to Expand

Its Mission

i i kle is
The following article by Conslan(_:e Gorﬁn.
f'cprin{;d with permission from the Patriot Ledger:)

Twenty-seven ycars ago, when Carl and &ﬁ.lh
Weyerhacuser opened the Art Complpx Muscum.m
Duxbury, “their idca was to share their art collccugn
with the public,” says their son, Charles, thc muscum’s

current dircctor,

So cager were the Weycrhacusers 10 have their
muscum accessible to the entire community that the
decision was made 1o charge no admission 10 -any
muscum aclivity, including cxhibitions, concerts and all
other programming. They didn’t even want to have a
membership created, said Charles,

His parents went so far as to stipulate that invitations
not be sent out 1o exhibitions, so that there would be no
perception that some people were more special than
others., ‘

“They wanted this 10 be their gift 10 the wholc
community,” said Charles.

Such a gift was possible because the Weycrhacusers
cstablished an endowment that was able lo cover the
muscum’s roughly $500,000 annual opcrating budget.
But over the past quarter century, the muscum has
grown to the point, Charles-bélieves, that the way
things are done has to be improved.

“We want to do a little more than just the basics -
like nicer brochures and better catalogucs, more
programming and better sincage,” said Charles.

Added Bonnie Jemigan, publicity coordinator for the
muscum: “The cndowment is still there, and is sull
commitied 1o providing the basics. It maintains the
building; it carcs for the collection, and pays for the
staff. But, as we've cvolved into a more  scriously
significant muscum, the kinds of things that our
exhibitions require are more expensive.” said Jemigan.

Duxbury Clipper, Wednesday, February 11, 1998
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